BOOK REVIEWS well presented on heavy glossy paper and is profusely illustrated baving 104 illustrations or diagrams and 19 tables setting out various physical characteristics, symbols and units.
It lacks some of the detailed attention to physical principles which the former book gives but it is much more clinically related, much more relevant to practising anaesthetists. Each chapter contains many examples of problems showing their presentation and mathematical solution. Each chapter concludes with a series of problems which are closely relevant to anaesthetics and the answers to the problems are supplied in detail at the end of the book. Typical chapters are: Symbols and Function, Elementary Calculus, The Negative Exponential Function, Measurement and Mechanics, Atoms and Heat, Gases, Vapours, and so on including a most interesting and informative chapter on patient monitoring in which the basic physics of monitoring processes and procedures are outlined.
To summarize, the two books serve different purposes and cover slightly different areas of physics in anaesthesia. For the student with little mathematics, conscientious application to the programmed approach will result in the student achieving a high level of basic physical knowledge. On the other hand the student who already has a reasonable proficiency in mathematics and some knowledge of basic physics will find "Physics for Anaesthetists" a much more enjoyable and rewarding book. This book is likely to be of more immediate interest to the practising anaesthetist and will stimulate his imagination and sense of inquiry so that more and more of the basic physical principles involved m anaesthesia become apparent as he works. JOHN PAULL. This book contains a selection of scientific papers presented at the first World Congress on Pain in IH75. One hundred and fifty papers are presented and grouped together in representative sections in a scientific logical sequence. The overall theme is in the understanding of the patho-physiology of acute and chronic pain and the means of bringing about modulation. Recent pain research is included and many papers refer to erudite experiments on animal preparations, mostly by scientists rather than clinicians, and are of obscure clinical interest. There are eighteen sections which cover tbe various aspects of pain and various treatments. The first sections review the new and older data on pain mechanisms and deal with the basic issues and deficiencies in our knowledge; subsequent sections are devoted to pain modulation by electrical stimulation. This shows promise in some chronic benign conditions but whether it will achieve rehabilitation without additional psychological support remains to be seen. Tbe difficult subjects of quantification of pain and the treatment of post herpetic neuralgia are included. Chapters on nonnarcotic analgesics, psychotropic drugs and the site and mode of action of morpbine-like substances are described. The section on diagnostic and tberapeutic nerve blocks including chemical rizotomy is an appraisal of results rather than a practical manual.
Advances in Pain Research and Therapy.
Psychotropic aspects of pain control, hypnosis and acupuncture make interesting reading-the latter is described, assessed and objectively evaluated in over one hundred pages. Myofascial pain and treatment by extinction of trigger points, as well as the treatment of chronic back pain, sciatica and pelvic pain are included. There is a section on reflex dystrophy, phantom pain and ischaemic pain which completes the monograph.
The editorial board have presented the material in an easy to read style which is maintained throughout the various authors' contributions, and repetition is kept to a minimum. Volume One is a useful reference book, and the various aspects of pain are presented in an orderly manner. Many papers are of an outstanding nature, especially the earlier introductory chapters in each section, but also included are a number of obtuse animal experiments which, although interesting, are of less value to the clinician. RUSSELL COLE.
Drug Treatment-Principles and Practice
of Clinical Pharmacology and Therapeutics. Edited by Graeme S. A very. A.D.I.S. Press, Sydney, 1976. 270 x185. Pp. 1048. $27.50. This book would make a useful addition to the library of any person concerned with administration of drugs whether they be practitioner, researcher, teacher or student. It
